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Mine:  The Uncomfortable Discovery of Discipleship 

 

Matthew 21:33  “Listen to another parable: There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a 
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 

farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the 
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to collect his fruit. 
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed 

another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other 

servants to them, more than the first time, and the 

tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he 
sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each 
other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 

inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of 

the vineyard and killed him. 
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” 
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to 

other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at 
harvest time.” 
 

43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people who will 

produce its fruit.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.  A parable of “mine.” 
 1.  This parable is fundamentally about 

 ownership, and we understand ownership from a 
 very young age.  
 2.  The desire to possess comes easily to us 
 because it aligns with our selfishness, but we 
 admire generosity, don’t we? 

 3.  What do Jafar, Miss Piggy, and Daffy Duck 
 all have in common?  They each showed their 
 generation what an unbridled desire for “mine” 
 looked like. 
 4.  We are a nation that is both serious and 
 certain of what is “mine.”  We fight and scream 

 it. 
 5.  How do we determine “mine?”  There are 
 really only about six or seven rules that we apply 
 to determine “mine.”  Here are a few: 
  a. Attachment.  (My tree, my fruit.) 

  b. Possession.  (Nine-tenths of the law.) 
  c. First in time.  (I was here first.) 
  d. Creation.  (I created or made it.) 
  e. Labor.  (I earned it.) 
 6.  We are certain about what’s ours.  Is it as clear 

 as we think? 
  a. Airplane seats. 
  b. Berry vines. 
  c. Streaming services passwords. 
  d. Music downloads and dress designs.  
 

B.  The journey of Christian discipleship is often about 

figuring out who owns “my” stuff. 
 1.  Whom does my worship belong to? 
 2.  Whom do my gifts and abilities belong to? 
 3.  Whom does my tithe, my offering, and all the 

 rest of my money and stuff belong to?   
 4.  Whom does my life belong to? 
 5.  Whom does “my” vineyard belong to? 


