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A Spirit Led Response to Conflict (Acts 6:8-7:60) 

 

We can prepare now for future conflict by developing 

our relationship with God during these quieter seasons: 
Acts 6:8, Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and 
power, performed great wonders and signs among the 

people. 
 

Sometimes conflict is undeserved, other times it is: 
Acts 6:9, Opposition arose, however, from members of 
the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—
Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces 

of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 
 
Let’s not look for a fight: “…make it your ambition to 
lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business 
and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so 

that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders…” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:11-12) 
 
Undeserved opposition happens because 
1. people are going through their own pain 

2. the world is not the same as the kingdom 
3. there is a real spiritual enemy of God (Satan) 
 
Deserved opposition comes if we misrepresent Christ 
1. in sinning towards people 
2. by focusing on the wrong priorities 

3. with our tone of voice 
 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:10) 

 
Let’s see 5 ways the Spirit helps us respond in conflict: 
 

1) The Spirit tells us just the right words to speak:  

Acts 6:10, But they could not stand up against the 
wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. 

 
“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word 
stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1) 
 

The world’s tactics to win an argument aren’t God’s: 

Acts 6:12-14, 12 So they stirred up the people and the 
elders and the teachers of the law. They seized 
Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 
13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This 
fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and 
against the law. 14 For we have heard him say that this 

Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change 
the customs Moses handed down to us.” 
 

2) The Spirit gives us self-control over our temper: 
Acts 6:15, All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked 

intently at Stephen, and saw that his face was like the 
face of an angel. 
 

3) The Spirit shares discernment into the deeper issue: 
Acts 7:1-2; 51…high priest asked Stephen, “Are these 

charges true?” 2 To this he replied: “Brothers and 
fathers, listen to me! The God of glory appeared to our 
father Abraham…51 “You stiff-necked people! Your 
hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like 
your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 
 

4) The Spirit helps us see more of Jesus in our trials: 
Acts 7:54-58, 54 When the members of the Sanhedrin 
heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at 
him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 

at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, 
yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 



58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him…The witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. 
 

5) The Spirit reminds us of eternal hope & forgiveness: 
Acts 7:59-60, While they were stoning him, Stephen 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell 

on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
The world treats Christ followers like they treated Christ.  
Instead of being surprised, let’s prepare for it!  
 

Draw closer to God through daily prayer, worship & the 
Word so you can respond in the Spirit the next time you 
have conflict. 
 

 

If you’ve recently made a first-time commitment to 
following Jesus, please let us know by texting the word 
“journey” to (951)425-4425 or by telling a pastor in 
person today! We’d love to celebrate with you and 
share some helpful next steps you can take. 


