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Protection from the Enemy 

 

The church is growing in both size & Christlikeness: 
Acts 4:34-37, 34 For from time to time those who owned 

land or houses sold them, brought the money from the 

sales 35 and put it at the apostles ’feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need. 36 Joseph, a 
Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas 

(which means “son of encouragement”), 37 sold a field 

he owned and brought the money and put it at the 

apostles ’feet. 

• Believer’s recognize the generosity of God towards 

them and respond by using their abundance to bless 
others. 

• Happiness from another purchase quickly fades, but 

the joy of meeting another’s need lasts a long time! 

 

The Devil tries two different types of attacks on us: 
1) Internal: Temptation 

2) External: Intimidation 

 

Satan’s #1 Tactic: Temptation 

Acts 5:1-5, 1“ 1 Now a man named Ananias, together 

with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 

With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the 

money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the 

apostles ’feet. 3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that 

Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the 

money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to 

you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 

money at your disposal? What made you think of doing 

such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings 
but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down 

and died. And great fear seized all who heard what 
had happened. 

• When we are bothered by how God acts we have to 

ask ourselves what we are not understanding about 

God or ourselves. 

• The church’s effectiveness evaporates with hypocrisy. 

• God responding to hypocrisy this first time, helps us 

understand his heart towards hypocrisy every time. 
 
How can we overcome temptation? 
1.  By having accountability with Christ followers 

• James 5:16, Therefore confess your sins to each 

other and pray for each other... 
2.  By filling your heart with God so no room for devil 

• James 4:7, Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 

the devil, and he will flee from you. 
3.  By living as if you truly believe God really is with you 

• Hebrews 4:13, And no creature is hidden from his 

sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of 
him to whom we must give account. 

4.  By premeditating on the consequences of sin 

• Romans 6:23, For the wages of sin is death, but the 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Jesus did not choose to die for us because our sin was 

trivial. Our sin was great, but his love for us was greater! 
 

Satan’s #2 Tactic: Intimidation 
Acts 5:18-41, 18 They arrested the apostles and put 
them in the public jail. 19 But during the night an angel 

of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought 



 

 

them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, 

“and tell the people all about this new life.”...28 “We 

gave you strict orders not to teach in this name”...29 

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey 

God rather than human beings!...33 When they heard 

this, they were furious and wanted to put them to 
death...40 They called the apostles in and had them 
flogged. They ordered them not to speak in the name 
of Jesus, & let them go. 41 The apostles left the 
Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.” 

• We should expect opposition from the world. 

 
How can we overcome fear when we’re intimidated? 

1.  Never Forget God is in control and above everything 

2.  Remember obedience to God comes with power 
3.  Rejoice in God so much that you’re ok with suffering 

disgrace for God. 
 
Jesus told us we’ll need God’s help for spiritual attacks: 

Matthew 6:13, And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one. 


