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The Story:  Sometimes Nothing but Courage Works 

 

Esther 1:1 This is what happened during the time of 
Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 127 provinces 

stretching from India to Cush: 2 At that time King Xerxes 
reigned from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, 

3 and in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet 
for all his nobles and officials. The military leaders of 
Persia and Media, the princes, and the nobles of the 
provinces were present. 
 

Esther 4:14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 

deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, 
but you and your father’s family will perish. And who 
knows but that you have come to your royal position 
for such a time as this?” 

15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, 

gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast 
for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I 
and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is 
done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the 
law. And if I perish, I perish.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.  Fitting our story into “The Story.” 

 1.  Both kingdoms have been conquered and 
 their conquerors conquered.  Persia is in control. 

 2.  They have been in captivity for several 
 generations, but they are still Jews.  They have 
 their own identity and still go to God when they 
 are hurt or afraid. 
 

B.  “Hadassah the Orphan.” 
 1.  The fall of Vashti. 
 2.  From adopted orphan to queen. 
 3.  Mordecai’s rise leads to Haman’s hateful plan. 
 4.  The moment when courage will count. 
 5.  Rescue and ruin. 

  

C.  Why is this story here?  So we will know: 
 1.  Courage counts when things are bad.  Don’t 
 give up, don’t give in, don’t run, and don’t quit. 
 2.  You and God are enough to face your fears,  

 trials, tragedies, and heartbreak. 
 3.  The Feast of Purim is celebrated every year to 
 remind the people of Esther and to honor God 
 for saving his people.  Don’t forget to celebrate 
 God’s goodness. 

 


