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The Latte Factor:  Rules to Rule 1,000 Little Foxes 

 

Song of Solomon 2:15 Catch for us the foxes, the little 
foxes that ruin the vineyards, our vineyards that are in 
bloom.  (NIV) 
 

Malachi 3:8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, “Wherein have we robbed thee?” In 
tithes and offerings. 

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, 
even this whole nation. 

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 

may be meat in mine house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it. (KJ) 
 

John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work. 
 

Galatians 6:4 Each one should test their own actions. 

Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without 
comparing themselves to someone else ...  (NIV) 
 

Rule #1:  You need a written spending plan that 

includes your income, tithe, savings, and expenses. 

Rule #2:  Keep investing in your earning ability.  It’s your 

most valuable asset.  

Rule #3:  Make tithing, saving, debt reduction, and any 

other good thing, automatic. 

Rule #4:  Be a cautious, smart investor. 

Rule #5:  Buy a house when your time is right. 

Rule #6:  Treat every financial decision like a spiritual 

decision (because it is). 

 

Rule #7:  Change, evolve, restart, but don’t RETIRE.   

 1.  It’s a concept that worked for 3-4 generations, 
 but is now becoming untenable. 

 2.  The length of retirement, economic 
 unpredictability, and inflation make this a 
 significant gamble if done too soon. 
 3.  Have a plan for young-old so you don’t have 
 to worry so much during old-old. 

 

Rule #8:  Quit COMPARING yourself to others.  The only 

important comparison is you to you. 
 1.  “Comparison” will steal your joy and your 
 money.    
 2.  Work to make your friendships “competition 

 free” zones.  Just celebrate without comparing.  
 3.  Remove yourself from HIGH comparison 
 environments.    

 

Rule #9:  Treat debt like the RAT that wants to steal your 

pie.  
 1.  The best way to deal with debt is to avoid it. 
 2.  Quit trying to borrow your way out of debt.  
 Use the “Snowball” payoff approach. 
 3.  Go to a college you can afford instead of one 

 that will IMPRESS your friends. 
 4.  There should be a date when you are done. 

 

Rule #10:  Build a team of mutual ADVISORS and add 

value to the relationships.  

 

Rule #11:  Keep learning; things keep CHANGING.   
 1.  Learn what the Bible says about money. 
 2.  Read, read, read, (or listen). 
 

Rule #12:  Do what God says he will bless, and then 

PRAY for that blessing. 
 


