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The Latte Factor:  A Thousand Little Foxes 

 

Song of Solomon 2:15   
Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the 
vineyards, our vineyards that are in bloom. 
 

Malachi 3:8  

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your 

whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring 
the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house. Test me in this,” says 
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store 

it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and 

the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is 
ripe,” says the Lord Almighty.  

 

A.  Rounding up the little foxes. 
 1.  Whenever people talk about money, 

 someone says, “If these kids would quit spending 
 their money on lattes, they wouldn’t be so 
 broke.”  Two questions: 
  a. If you did stop, would it change your  
  financial picture?  SOME. 

  b. Would it fix most of your financial   
  struggles?  NOT really. 
 2.  The problem results from the thousands of 
 decisions you make that cumulatively have an 
 impact.  It’s not one fox; it’s a thousand foxes.  
 3.  The “little foxes” concept tells us that it is not 

 “a fox” that needs attention. 
  a. Relationships.  Will buying her this gift fix  
  our relationship? 

  b. Weight-loss.  If I don’t eat this candy  
  bar, will I lose weight? 

  c. Money.  If I don’t buy this latte, will my  
  finances quit being such a problem? 
 4.  Dealing with the little foxes is WORTH it.  What 
 would life look like if your family ended conflict 
 over money and was on the same money page?  

 

B.  Smart rules AND God’s blessing will win. 
 1.  Lots of decisions (potential foxes) can be 
 guided by a FEW principles/rules. 
 2.  These “smart” rules work because of God’s 
 blessing.  Without God’s blessing, you are on your 

 OWN. 
 3.  The money/faith equation is a step of faith.  A 
 step of faith is hard at first, but it gets easier. 
   

90% + God’s blessing > 100% without it. 

 
 

C.  Rule #1- You need a written spending plan that 

includes your income, tithe, savings, and expenses. 
 1.  Everybody needs a spending plan:  rich, poor, 

 businesses, churches, everybody.  If they don’t: 
  a. The noisy will always crowd out the  
  IMPORTANT. 
  b. The shiny and novel will crowd out the  
  truly VALUABLE. 
 2.  Planning starts out with an honest assessment 

 of the current REALITY.  What is my real income?  
 How much debt do I owe?  Where did my money 
 go last month?  Where do I want it to go? 
 3.  Now I start writing.  Here are the four 
 categories in the right order:  income, tithe, 

 savings, and then expenses. 
   


