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Original: Coming Up Short 

 

Even when we come up short, we have access to          

ALL THAT WE NEED when we follow Jesus. 

Mark 6:34-44, 50-52 NLT Jesus saw the huge crowd as he 

stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began 

teaching them many things. Late in the afternoon his disciples 

came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already 

getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the 

nearby farms and villages and buy something to eat.” 

But Jesus said, “You feed them.” “With what?” they asked. 

“We’d have to work for months to earn enough money to buy 

food for all these people!” “How much bread do you have?” he 

asked. “Go and find out.” 

They came back and reported, “We have five loaves of bread 

and two fish.” Then Jesus told the disciples to have the people 

sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in 

groups of fifty or a hundred. 

Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward 

heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into 

pieces, he kept giving the bread to the disciples so they could 

distribute it to the people. He also divided the fish for everyone 

to share.  They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, 

the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftover bread and 

fish. A total of 5,000 men and their families were fed… 

50But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. 

“Take courage! I am here! Then he climbed into the boat, and 

the wind stopped. They were totally amazed, for they still didn’t  

 

understand the significance of the miracle of the loaves. Their 

hearts were too hard to take it in. 

This episode points to Jesus as the GOOD SHEPHERD. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that I need. Psalms 23:1 

1. The shepherd cares.  

o His compassion moves Him to action. 

2. The shepherd provides.  

o His provision often comes through partnership 

with others. 

3. The shepherd PROTECTS.  

o In my desperation I prayed, and the LORD 

listened; he saved me from all my troubles. For the 

angel of the LORD is a guard; he surrounds and 

defends all who fear him. Psalms 34:6-7 

4. The shepherd’s way of doing things is often missed 

and misunderstood. 

o “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says 

the LORD. “And my ways are far beyond anything 

you could imagine.” Isaiah 55:8 

When you come up short: 

Remember that uncertainty and lack of knowledge do 

not disqualify you from relationship, experience, or 

MISSION.  

Remember the shepherd, ask Him for help, and then show 

up with what you have.  

Commit to community. Have you joined a LIFE GROUP? 

 

 


