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Original:  Everybody Listens 
Mark 1:16  As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 
lake, for they were fishermen. [17] "Come, follow me," 
Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." [18] At 
once they left their nets and followed him.  
    [19] When he had gone a little farther, he saw James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing 
their nets. [20] Without delay he called them, and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him.  
    [21] They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath 
came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to 
teach. [22] The people were amazed at his teaching, 

because he taught them as one who had authority, not as 
the teachers of the law. [23] Just then a man in their 
synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 
[24] "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy 
One of God!"  

    [25] "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" [26] 
The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of 
him with a shriek.  
    [27] The people were all so amazed that they asked 

each other, "What is this? A new teaching--and with 

authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they 
obey him." [28] News about him spread quickly over the 
whole region of Galilee.  
    [32] That evening after sunset the people brought to 

Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed… [34] and Jesus 
healed many who had various diseases…  
    [40] A man with leprosy came to him and begged him 
on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean." 
[41] Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand 

and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 
[42] Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 

 

 

A.  First disciples, first healings, first teachings… 

 1.  Verse 16 starts a new episode (pericope).  
 Sometimes you get TRANSITION words; sometimes 

 you don’t. 
 2.  The shocking thing about the disciples is that 
 they will only range from ORDINARY to 
 undesirable. 
 

 
 
 3.  There are no prominent, powerful, political, 
 wealthy, or community leaders.  Mark is leading 
 the reader to two conclusions: 
  a. They are like YOU. 

  b. With Jesus, you are ENOUGH. 
 4.  As soon as Jesus teaches, it’s obvious that 
 something is different.  Look at their reaction: 
  a.  “He teaches with authority.”  It was like  
  the WRITER had shown up to the book  

  club.  He wasn’t giving an opinion; he was  
  giving the answer. 
  b.  “Even evil spirits obey him.”  So they  
  bring to him everybody who was sick.    
 

B.  Everybody listens. 
 1.  Mark is using REPETITION to teach us. 
  a. The first four listen. 
  b. The people in the synagogue listen. 
  c. Evil spirits listen. 
  d. Even the leper (hopeless) listens.   

 2.  The message to the reader and us is: 
  a. When he invites, you come. 
  b. When he sends, you GO. 
  c. When he directs, you obey.  He speaks  
  with authority if we ACCEPT his authority. 


