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Didn’t See That Coming:  Empty 

 

Mark 10:17  As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up 
to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No 

one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not 
commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give 
false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father 
and mother.’” 

20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I 
was a boy.” 

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you 
lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then 

come, follow me.” 

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. 

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said 
again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 

God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 

26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to 
each other, “Who then can be saved?” 

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 
God.” 
 

 
 

 

A.  When “MORE” stops working. 

 1.  Failure can make you feel empty; the problem 
 is that SUCCESS can leave you just as empty. 

 2.  We tend to think that the source of 
 contentment is “more.”  We end up living; “When 
 I get just a little more … then ….”   
 3.  Successful people often become DEFINED 
 simply by what they are chasing “more” of.   

  4.  What happens when your “more” doesn’t 
 bring meaning or contentment?  Or worse, you 
 feel even emptier after the big accomplishment. 
  a. The “Rich Young Ruler” started out by  
  asking for more RULES. 
  b. What would have happened if Jesus  

  had told him to go and EARN more and  
  give most or all of it away?  (I think he  
  would have done anything that involved  
  more.) 
  c. Jesus saw his emptiness and knew the  

  answer was “less.” 
 5.  Signs you are having trouble with “more.” 
  a. Your desire for more passed “ENOUGH”  
  quite a while ago. 
  b. You are self-MEDICATING. 

  c. You’re achieving more, but feeling  
  EMPTIER. 
   

B.  Being a Christ-follower contains this weird idea that 

less is going to bring more. 
 1.  This isn’t a Zen-like perspective that “less is 

 more.”  No, Jesus is saying, “With less, you could 
 have it ALL.” 
 2.  Jesus offered two things to the young man: 
 RELATIONSHIP now and eternity later. 
 3.  Less of what?  Whatever you are trying to fill 

 that empty feeling with.  He said, “Come follow 
 me.” 


